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Honorable Betsy Barros was elevated to nssocialc Justice ofthe Appellate Division,
Second Judicial Department by Govcrnor Andrcw Cuomo in April 2014.

In 1997, Justice Betsy Barros was elected to the Kings Counly Suprcmc Court bench.

She has the distinction of being thc first Latina woman to serve in both capacities. A
graduate of Comell Univcrsity, shc rcccived her Baohelor of Ats and Sciences in 1979, and
New York University School of Law where she rcceived her J.D. in 1982. Justice Barros has

dedicated her entire legal and judicial career to public service.

Afler rcprcscnling indigent clients as a public defender for six years as a staff member of
thc l,cgal Aid Society, in Brooklyn, she prosecuted com;ption in the criminal justice system as a

Special State Prosccutor. Shc latcr prosccuted bias-rclated crimes and supervised staff attomeys
in the Kings County District Attorney's Office as Chief of thcir Civil Rights Bureau and as Chief
of a felony trial bureau.

After her election to the Civil Court bench in 1995, Justice Barros served in Ncw York
County Criminal Court whcrc shc prcsidcd ovcr criminal cases until she was elected to the
Supreme Court. Shc scrvcd 1wo tcrms as a Suprcmc Court Justice in Kings County.

Over the past ninetccn ycars, Justice Ilarros has presided over criminal, matrimonial and
glardianship matters. Serving in the Criminal Term of the Supreme Court in Brooklyn for six
years, Justice Barros primarily dcdicated herself to diverting addictcd youlh and adult predicate
offenders facing long term prison scntcnccs into altemative to incarccration programs. She

placcd and closely monitored hundreds of fclony offenders into programs such as TASC (a
pioneer drug treatment altcmativc to incarceration program which as served as a model in
criminal cou(s nationwide), successfully transitioning rehabilitated offcndcrs back into the
community.

In her capacity as a guardianship judgc, she handled cascs involving at risk incapacitatcd
individuals, many of whom are indigcnt scnior citizens, in necd of court intervention and
protection due to either physical abusc and/or financial exploitation. During her tenure as a
guardianship judge, Justicc Barros was appointed by thc I{onorable Randall 1'. Ilng to chair the
Judicial Guardianship Roundtable for the l" and 2'd Judicial Departments.

Justicc Barros is a co-chair of the Guardianship Task Irorce for the Appcllate Division,
2"d Dcp1. and a board member of the Latino Judgcs Association. Shc is also a member ofthc
Brooklyn Bar Association, Puerto Rican Bar Association, New York State Women's Bar
Association and Brooklyn Women's Bar Association.

The daughter of Chilcan immigrants, Justice Barros was born and raiscd in Brooklyn,
where shc still rcsidcs with her husband.


